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ments of monarchy. High Commission had handed Prynne over to Star Chamber for his cruel sentence: it had persecuted Puritans with fines and reprimands. It has "been calculated that such activities represent about 5 per cent, of its cases. The remaining 95 per cent, were not begun on its own initiative, they were brought before it by any one who preferred High Commission to the ordinary courts. One such case may be set beside Prynne's. Two poor men accused a merchant of adultery. They forfeit sympathy by asking blackmail. The merchant rushed them before Quarter Sessions and had them condemned to such floggings that one "lost his voice and almost his reason/' the other died under the lash. The survivor appealed to High Commission.1
Of the Council for the North we have already spoken. Its abolition, says Dr. Reid, was " highly profitable to the judges and lawyers," but " established a judicial system which, at least in the North, amounted to an absolute denial of justice to poor men."
If such were some of the remoter results of the landslide that was now destroying English monarchy, there was no doubt of its immediate cause: an army of Scots was still encamped in England. Parliament had no particular use for it now that Strafford was dead and the Prerogative in ruins; and it was extremely expensive. Pym, prefiguring the confiscations of the Civil War, proposed to pay the Scots by seizing the estates of " those who had caused the mischief." He even suggested a Forced Loan on London, but for this amazing attempt to take a page out of King Charles's book he was called to order by the Commons. The obvious remedy was to send the Scots home.
Charles had a notion that he might make use of them, now that they had become a burden on their former paymasters.   He announced his intention of visiting Scotland. Parliament could not prevent him, it could only send 1 Col. of State Papers.   Dom.4o6.   75.   ? 1638.